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Issue 1: 2008 
 
Hi there, 
 
Welcome to “Pole Position 2008”  – our 2008 news update. We wanted to take this 
opportunity to tell you about what’s happening at Koppers and how we are ready and looking 
forward to continuing to supply quality utility pole products in 2008.   
 
Because poles are a key part of a critical infrastr ucture asset, keep up with Pole Position.  
 
Whether you read a little or read the lot, we hope you enjoy the first edition of our new 
newsletter.  
 
Supplier of the Year  
Koppers were proud to be awarded the 2007 Supplier of the Year by Aurora Energy, Tasmania. 
Our Tasmanian Business Manager, Andrew Exton and his team continue to provide quality 
product, stock management and delivery to Aurora’s pole depots and lead the way into 2008.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Andrew Exton with Robert Kingsley, Aurora's General Manager Network Services 
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Above from left to right: Emma Wright (Aurora's Logistics Team), Andrew Exton, Peter Wallbank and 
Glenda Burn (Koppers), and Ron Ludwig, Ross Webb, Mark Talbot, Noel Hanigan and Wayne Gatenby 

(Aurora's Logistics Team) 
 

Hardwood Pole Procurement performance 2007 
Thanks to the combined efforts of our Grafton business manager Rick Tranter and our new 
Resource Manager, Michael Coombe our pole stock position is great shape in 2008.   

 
FACT:  Koppers pole procurement in 2007 increased b y an 
additional 14% year on year. 
 
Michael joined our team early in 2007 and immediately set up our first trial into full 
merchandising of private property operations, whereby Koppers simply bought all the wood from 
the property and on-sold what we couldn’t use as poles. The aim is to make poles the focus of 
harvesting operations and the sawlogs and other grades as the by-product. This first trial block 
yielded 40 loads from which 4 loads (10%) made pole grade material. This exceeded the 
average 3% pole harvesting rates achieved from Forests NSW, effectively adding value and 
higher royalty return to the owner.      
 
Pole Stocks in great shape 
Koppers pole stocks are in good shape as we enter 2008, with long poles in particular readily 
available. However, please check availability of your pole size requirements by contacting your 
closest Koppers plant. See our contacts at the end of this newsletter, or email us at 
poles@koppers.com.au. Plan ahead and receive guaranteed on time supply with any order 
when availability has been confirmed by our team - If we say it, we will do it! 
 
Poles need to be withheld from sale for a prescribed period following preservative treatment 
and should not be despatched from the treatment plant until the preservative is well fixed. So, 
where possible plan ahead and confirm availability lead time with our sales teams.    
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Queensland Pole buying locked and loaded!  
Pole procurement operations commenced out of our Takura, Queensland treatment plant late in 
2007, and we received our first loads of poles into our plant in December inspected by our 
business manager Richard Bennett and his accomplice, Assistant Manager Steve Ryan in the 
forest. Richard and Steve have invested a lot of time in working with our suppliers, building 
relationships and raising awareness of pole quality and specifications required.  
 
First poles sales from Takura into QLD  
In January we despatched our first batch of CCA treated hardwood poles from Takura to Ergon 
Energy into their northern Queensland depots. The added pole buying capacity at Takura will 
work in with our traditional supply from Grafton and allow us to increase our overall supply 
capability into Queensland. Grafton will have greater capacity to continue to service southern 
markets such as SEQ, NSW and Victoria.      
 
Fire Testing – underway 
In addition to our own work, Koppers are a major contributor – and the only pole supplier 
contributor - to the FWPRDC (Now Forest Wood Products Association, FWPA) Pole Fire 
Performance Tests currently being conducted. This testing has been initiated and managed by 
the ENA Power Poles & Cross Arm Committee and is a two stage fire test program to determine 
the performance of impregnated or coated fire retardant systems on wood poles exposed to 
bushfires.     
 
Stage One testing has just been completed at the Laboratories of Western Fire Science, in 
Kelso Washington USA, with stage two due for commencement early this year. When the tests 
have been completed and reports are available we will look forward to being able to provide you 
with some of the results and findings. 
 
New Products:   KPOLE guarantees* key size supply  
Following on our theme of utilizing the abundantly available volume of shorter length hardwood 
we will be unveiling the second of our KPOLE variants in the first half of 2008. The stable-mate 
to KPOLE TSB also combines sustainable supply of renewable hardwood resource with trialled 
and tested engineering design and manufacturing in accordance with Australian Standards.    
 
The second of our KPOLE type prototypes have just been tested to destruction in our Grafton 
plant’s horizontal test rig. We have tested 20 prototypes of various sizes and designs and 
confirmed design capacities and preferred embodiments.  We will have more to report on this in 
our next edition.   
 
* Would you like a supply guarantee on key sizes?  
By agreement, Koppers will guarantee our supply performance in key sizes and provide 
you with total insurance against discontinuity of supply and ensure you have the key 
size poles you need. Find out how and don’t be short of supply – contact Damian on 
phone 02 9900 6175 or email damian_mccue@koppers.com.au 
 
Concrete Poles 
Pre-stressed concrete poles are now available through Koppers up to 24m 40kN working load 
limit size class and above on special request. We are finalising our Concrete Pole Specification 
now, and should you like a copy or a quote contact Damian McCue on phone 02 99006 175 or 
email damian_mccue@koppers.com.au 
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CCA preservative type:  Oxide Solves early corrosio n 
For more than 20 years at Grafton, Koppers hardwood poles have been treated using an oxide 
based CCA preservative, instead of the alternative ‘salts’ based CCA commonly used over 15 
years ago, and still used by some treaters today. A ‘sodium sulphate’ by-product of the ‘salts’ 
based preservative commonly blooms and forms white deposits on the pole’s surface. The 
vastly improved oxide formulation does not have any surface deposits and is significantly less 
corrosive than CCA ‘salts’ formulation. In the utility pole context this means the hardware will be 
less exposed to risk of premature corrosion due to treatment type.   

Recently we were informed of an incidence where a king bolt corroded within six months of 
installation of a new pole (not supplied by Koppers). While atmospheric conditions and proximity 
to the coast may have significantly contributed to this, so too might a reaction between the 
preservative and the hardware. Koppers recommends coating the king bolt with grease before 
fitting to create a barrier between the treated timber and the metal.      

Movember!  Koppers team: Mo-Tivation   
 
November became Movember at Koppers and we were “Mo-tivated to put together a national 
team from all of our locations while we attempted to grow a Mo’s for charity. While it was a bit of 
a laugh – especially for those of you who saw mine – we did manage to raise close to $5,000 all 
in the good name of raising awareness for men’s health issues! Thanks to all of you who 
donated to this worthy cause!   

 
 

 
 

Left: The competition at 
Grafton was almost as fierce 
as those Mo’s…great work!   
 
But how are the poles going 
guys!? 

Right:  Meanwhile, in North 
Sydney … some Mo’s are hard to 
see and you’ve been growing 
them for how long???   
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Did you know?   

Treatment of wood has been practised for almost as long as the use of wood itself. Some 
accounts reach back to the beginning of recorded history. For example the Bible in Genesis, 
6:13-14 “And God said unto Noah… make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make 
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.”  

 
There are also records of wood preservation reaching back to ancient Greece during Alexander 
the Great’s rule, where bridge wood was soaked in olive oil. The Romans also protected their 
wood by brushing their ship hulls with tar. During the Industrial Revolution wood preservation 
became a corner stone of the wood processing industry. Inventors and scientists such as 
Bethell, Boucherie, Burnett and Kyan made historic developments in wood preservation, with 
the preservative solutions and processes. 
 

Quote of the month:  “A positive something is bette r than a negative 
nothing!”    

On that note, we hope you enjoyed our first edition  of “Pole Position 2008”.   

Feedback, questions or contributions please email u s: 
poleposition@koppers.com.au  

 

Distribution of ‘Pole Position 2008’:  Please send us contact names/email 
addresses of anyone in your company whom you think would like to receive 
future editions of ‘Pole Position 2008’ 

 

 

 

 Contact Koppers Wood Products Pty Ltd:  

Grafton Plant (NSW):  Ph 02 6644 7223 / Fax 02 6644  7605 

Takura Plant (QLD):  Ph 07 4128 7227 / Fax 07 4128 7527 

Longford Plant (TAS):  Ph 03 6391 1377 / Fax 03 639 1 2239 

Bunbury Plant (WA):  Ph 08 9725 4511 / Fax 08 9725 4163 

Poles sales & enquiries email: poles@koppers.com.au  

 
Website:   www.koppers.com  

 


